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Fired Up Conversations – Week 5
 “The Problem with Labels”
Read and reflect on the following scriptures.  
Genesis 20:1-11
1 Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived between Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2 and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.” Then Abimelek king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her. 

3 But God came to Abimelek in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.” 

4 Now Abimelek had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t she also say, ‘He is my brother’? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean hands.” 

6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her. 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and all who belong to you will die.” 

8 Early the next morning Abimelek summoned all his officials, and when he told them all that had happened, they were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelek called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us? How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should never be done.” 10 And Abimelek asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?” 

11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 

Notes:
Acts 17:22-28
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

Notes:
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Scripture
1. Read the Genesis scripture.  
2. Share a time when you have been in a similar situation as Sarah (just kidding). Seriously, where do you think she is in this story? What does this say about her relationship with Abraham? How is this unlike the American understanding of marriage and women?
3. Abimelek had a dream in which God spoke to him. What is your impression of dreams, visions and a sense of God’s leading? How do you most often hear God and how clear or specific are the messages you receive?
4. Read the Acts scripture.

5. What labels, of the people, could Paul have used in this passage?

6. How did it help his cause not to be caught up in labeling people?
Sermon
1. The label put on Abimelek and his people is: there is no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife. Was that a fair judgment?
2. What labels are commonly used today?

3. How do those labels and expectations cause Christians to behave oddly or in unhelpful ways towards others?

“Instead of simplistic sound bites, Christians in America have to learn to think like missionaries to our own culture.  Whenever missionaries go to other cultures, they constantly struggle with choosing the best ways to communicate God’s love in those settings.” Bruce Humphrey

4. Describe any examples you know of missionaries communicating God’s love effectively in other cultures.
5. How might that kind of example be translated and applied in our culture today?

Life Application
1. What labels, of others, have you felt comfortable using?
2. Do you need to rethink them?

3. Take a few minutes and practice sharing good news about Jesus with others in your group in a way that uses no familiar “religious” language including, died, sin, sacrificed, salvation, paid the penalty. 
Prayer

Lord, thank you for not labeling us as “unreachable” or “not worth the trouble.” Help us to recognize the labels we have used that separate us from those around us. Help us to develop ways of speaking about our experience of you that would be attractive to others. In Jesus name,  Amen.
